


In April 2010, Hay Festival is organizing for Beirut World Book Capital 2009/2010, 
the Festival of ‘Beirut39’ which is the celebration of the best 39 Arab 
writers (fiction/poetry), under 40 years of age as a centerpiece of the 
Beirut World Capital festivities. 

Beirut39 project is hailed as one of the biggest projects for Beirut World Book 
Capital 2009/2010, and has the full support of the Lebanese Ministry of Culture.

The Festival in Beirut

Dates: 15 – 18 April 2010

Concept: The 39 writers will be invited to Beirut for four days 15-18 April 
2010, where approximately 50 events will be organized all over the city, libraries, 
bookshops, cafes, universities, schools, etc. 

Events: The events will be structured around literary topics as a panel 
discussion with 3-5 authors with a moderator (45 min.), and will be followed by 
a Q&A session with the audience (15 min.). A book selling / book signing will be 
organized at the end of the sessions.

The Legacy: Beirut39 Anthology

The outcome of the project will be the publication of an anthology of short 
stories of the 39 writers simultaneously in Arabic and English by the Bloomsbury 
Publishing and Bloomsbury Qatar Foundation Publishing. This anthology will be 
ready for the Festival and will be distributed internationally to increase the 
access to contemporary Arabic literature and to promote the 39 Arab Writers 
all over the world. 
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This program is available in bookshops all over the 
city and on: 
www.beirut39.com  
www.beirut39.blogspot.com
Join our Facebook Group: Beirut39

  www.beirut39.com

www.beirut39.blogspot.com

Beirut39

للجميع ومفتوحة  مجانية  Entrance to all sessions is freeالدعوة 

THURSDAY APRIL 15, 2010
9.50am – Rania Zaghir in conversation with Mohamed Salah 
Alazab, Randa Jarrar, Hyam Yared and Mansour Alsoyem
The process of writing
Gebran Tueini School

9.50am – Joumana Behlok in conversation with Mohammed 
Hasan Alwan, Yahya Amqasim, Yassin Adnan and Basim Alansar
The writers who formed us
Karm El Zeytoun Mixed School

10am – Pius Hermez Elias Alibek in conversation with Nagat 
Ali, Abderrahim Elkhassar, Abdelaziz Errachidi and Najwan Darwish
What is the situation of contemporary Arabic literature? 
Municipal Public Library of Bachoura

10am – Javier Martín in conversation with Kamel Riahi, 
Hussein Al Abri, Abdellah Taïa and Wajdi Al Ahdal
An insight on new Arabic fiction
Municipal Public Library of Monnot 

10am – Nael El Toukhy in conversation with Ahmad Yamani, 
Samar Yazbek and Abderrazak Boukoba
Literature and taboos
Lina’s Café (ABC Ashrafieh) 

11am – Shirley El Murr in conversation with Youssef Rakha, 
Dima Wannous, Hala Kawtharani and Hussein Jelaad
Literature and journalism
Lebanese University, DES bldg, Tayouneh

11.15am – José Miguel Puerta in conversation with 
Hamdy El-Gazzar, Abdelkader Benali,  Abdullah Thabit  
and Mansoura Ez Eldin
The writers who formed us
Municipal Public Library of Bachoura

11.15am – Mazen Maarouf in conversation with Joumana 
Haddad, Nazem Elsayed, Zaki Baydoun 
and Samer Abu Hawwash
What is the situation of contemporary Arabic literature? 
Municipal Public Library of Monnot 

12pm – Leila Bissat in conversation with Islam Samhan, 
Faïza Guène, Rosa Yaseen Hassan and Ahmad Saadawi
What do we write and how do we write about it? 
LAU – Business School Auditorium - Beirut

1pm – Ala Hlehel and Adania Shibli will discuss about their 
works at the International PEN Free the Word! festival
Free the word! Meets beirut39
Free Word Centre, London
In association with International PEN, English PEN and 
Bloomsbury Books

4pm – Samar Moujaes in conversation with Abdelaziz 
Errachidi, Hussein Al Abri, Yahya Amqasim and Wajdi Al Ahdal
What do we write and how do we write about it? 
LAU – Business School Auditorium - Beirut

4.30pm – Latif Zeitouni in conversation with Nazem Elsayed, 
Mohamed Salah Alazab, Basim Alansar and Kamel Riahi
What is the situation of contemporary Arabic literature? 
Municipal Public Library of Geitawi 

5.30pm – Bassam Abou Zeid in conversation with 
Ahmad Saadawi, Samer Abu Hawwash, Joumana Haddad 
and Abderrazak Boukoba
Literature and journalism
Press Club

6pm – Samuel Shimon in conversation with Mohammed 
Hasan Alwan, Abdullah Thabit, Mansoura Ez Eldin and Islam Samhan
What is the situation of contemporary Arabic literature? 
Zico House

6pm – Eric Premel in conversation with Hyam Yared, 
Faïza Guène, Zaki Baydoun and Abdellah Taïa
The importance of oral traditions in contemporary 
Arabic literature
Centre Culturel Français
This event will be held in French

6pm – Elham Kallab in conversation with Dima Wannous, 
Hala Kawtharani, Nagat Ali and Samar Yazbek
The challenges of being a female writer
Music Hall

6pm – Najat Salibi in conversation with Najwan Darwish, 
Mansour Alsoyem, Rosa Yaseen Hassan and Hamdy El-Gazzar
What do we write and how do we write about it? 
Culturel Movement, Antelias

7.30pm – Zena El Khalil in conversation with Randa Jarrar, 
Abdelkader Benali, Hussein Jelaad and Youssef Rakha
Rock the Casbah: Responsibility, Commitment and Art (followed 
by a musical performance by Rayess Bek, the founder of Arabic Rap 
and Hip Hop)
Madina Theatre
This event will be held in English

9pm – Abdo Wazen introduces the poets Ahmad Yamani, 
Abderrahim Elkhassar and Yassin Adnan
Poetry readings
Jadal Bizanty

FRIDAY APRIL 16, 2010
9.50am – Nada Abboudy in conversation with Islam Samhan, 
Ahmad Saadawi, Najwan Darwish and Nagat Ali
The writers who formed us
Laure Mghayzel School

9.50am – Joumana Behlok in conversation with Wajdi Al 
Ahdal, Yahya Amqasim, Hussein Al Abri and Abdullah Thabit
Why do we write and what do we write about? 
Ghbeyreh School

10am – Assaad Khairallah in conversation with Nazem 
Elsayed, Rosa Yaseen Hassan, Samar Yazbek and Joumana Haddad
The creative writing process
Municipal Public Library of Bachoura

10am – Nael El Toukhy in conversation with Abderrazak 
Boukoba, Dima Wannous and Hamdy El-Gazzar
What is the situation of contemporary Arabic literature? 
Municipal Public Library of Monnot 

10am – Jabbour Douaihy in conversation with Abdellah Taïa, 
Mansour Alsoyem, Mohammed Hasan Alwan and 
Mohamed Salah Alazab
Is there a new generation of Arabic novelists? 
Lina’s Café (ABC Ashrafieh) 

11am – Souheil Matar in conversation with Abdelaziz 
Errachidi, Yassin Adnan, Faïza Guène and Abderrahim Elkhassar
The influence of literature between Lebanon and Morocco
Notre Dame University (NDU) - Zouk Mosbeh

11.15am – Georges Dorlian in conversation with Hyam 
Yared, Hussein Jelaad, Kamel Riahi and Hala Kawtharani
New Arabic literature
Municipal Public Library of Bachoura

11.15am – Suleiman Bakhti in conversation with 
Mansoura Ez Eldin, Zaki Baydoun and Youssef Rakha
The role of culture in our society
Municipal Public Library of Monnot 

12pm – Claire Armistead in conversation with Basim Alansar, 
Randa Jarrar and Abdelkader Benali
Writing and living outside the Arab world
LAU – Business School Auditorium - Beirut
This event will be held in English

3.30pm – Abdo Wazen in conversation with Ahmad Yamani, 
Nazem Elsayed and Zaki Baydoun
Contemporary Arabic poetry
Balamand University, Faculty of Sciences - Ashrafieh

4pm – Katia Ghosn in conversation with Hala Kawtharani, 
Dima Wannous, Abdullah Thabit and Najwan Darwish
From poetry to fiction – a journey
LAU – Business School Auditorium - Beirut

4.30pm – Javier Martín in conversation with Abdelaziz 
Errachidi, Nagat Ali, Islam Samhan and Hussein Jelaad
The writers who formed us
Municipal Public Library of Geitawi 

5pm – Naim Baroud in conversation with Hussein Al Abri, 
Yahya Amqasim, Mohammed Hasan Alwan and 
Mohamed Salah Alazab
The writers who formed us
Brummana High School

6pm – Marek Brieška in conversation with Kamel Riahi, 
Wajdi Al Ahdal and Mansour Alsoyem
The writers who formed us
T-Marbouta Café

6pm – Rabia Zayyat in conversation with Faïza Guène, 
Randa Jarrar, Mansoura Ez Eldin and Rosa Yaseen Hassan
A women conversation
Music Hall

6pm – Pierre Abi Saab in conversation with Youssef Rakha, 
Yassin Adnan and Abdelkader Benali
What is the situation of contemporary Arabic literature? 
De Prague Café

7pm – Rania Baroud in conversation with Samar Yazbek, 
Abdellah Taïa and Hyam Yared
Literature and the body
Youth and Culture Centre, Zouk Mikaël

7pm – Readings by the poets Ahmad Saadawi, Abderrahim 
Elkhassar and Abderrazak Boukoba
introduced by José Miguel Puerta
Poetry Gala
City Café

7pm – Lina Khoury in conversation with Basim Alansar, Hamdy 
El-Gazzar and Joumana Haddad
Literature and cinema
Caffeine, Mocean Club-Kaslik

SATURDAY APRIL 17, 2010
10am – Marek Brieška in conversation with Mohammed 
Hasan Alwan, Randa Jarrar, Abdellah Taïa and Hussein Al Abri
Why do we write and what do we write about? 
Municipal Public Library of Bachoura

10am – Charbel Dagher in conversation with Islam Samhan, 
Hussein Jelaad, Abdullah Thabit, Abderrahim Elkhassar
Young Arab poets
Municipal Public Library of Monnot

10am – Alawiya Sobh in conversation with Zaki Baydoun, 
Hala Kawtharani, Nazem Elsayed and Hyam Yared
New Lebanese literature
Lina’s Café (ABC Ashrafieh) 

4pm – Hamdy El-Gazzar and Yahya Amqasim in conversation with 
the winners of the Beirut19 competition, organised by IEA 
(International Education Association)
A meeting between Beirut19 and Beirut39 authors
LAU – Business School Auditorium - Beirut

4pm – Readings by Abderazzak Boukoba, Faïza Guène, 
Abdelaziz Errachidi and Nagat Ali
Tales from North Africa
Kotobus – La Corniche
Readings in Arabic and French

4pm – The translators Hartmut Faehndrich, Marek Brieška, 
Alice Guthrie and Pius Alkibek will discuss the beauties and 
challenges of translating from Arabic to other languages
Translating from Arabic 
Université Saint-Joseph (USJ) 
With the support of Literature Across Frontiers
This event will be held in English

5pm – Yusra Mukaddam in conversation with Rosa Yaseen 
Hassan, Najwan Darwish,  Samar Yazbek and Samer Abu Hawwash
The literary language of Men and Women
Sanayeh Space 

6pm – Rachid Daif in conversation with Mansoura Ez Eldin, 
Mohamed Salah Alazab and Youssef Rakha
New Egyptian literature
T-Marbouta Cafe 

6pm – Hassan Daoud in conversation with Abdelkader Benali, 
Yassin Adnan, Mansour Alsoyem and Dima Wannous
What is the situation of contemporary Arabic literature? 
Zico House 

9.30pm – Pierre Abi Saab introducing the Beirut39 authors, 
each writer will share with the audience his/her experience during 
the festival 
“39 Writers in 39 Minutes”
(followed by entertainment and a musical performance)
Place de L’Étoile, Downtown Beirut
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SUNDAY APRIL 18, 2010

11.30am – The Beirut39 authors meet the press and the public, 
book signing
Closing Beirut39
CITYMALL 

1pm – Adania Shibli, Ala Hlehel, Sujata Bhatt, Deon Meyer, Zurab 
Rtveliashvili, Leonardo Padura and many more writers featured at 
the International PEN Free the Word! festival.
Literary Lunch
Young Vic, The Cut Bar, London
In association with International PEN
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This program is subject to changes

Beirut39 – Program of Activities
Meeting With The B39 Arab Writers Through 50 Events During 4 Days

(All activities will be in Arabic unless otherwise stated)
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7pm – Rania Baroud in conversation with Samar Yazbek, 
Abdellah Taïa and Hyam Yared
Literature and the body
Youth and Culture Centre, Zouk Mikaël
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4pm – Hamdy El-Gazzar and Yahya Amqasim in conversation with 
the winners of the Beirut19 competition, organised by IEA
(International Education Association)
A meeting between Beirut19 and Beirut39 authors
LAU – Business School Auditorium - Beirut
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